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Teacher feels blessed in 
unexpected return to classroom

For West Campus teacher, Mr. Mike 
McDermott, retirement can wait. 
He has found a group of children 

who need him, and right now there is 
no place he would rather be than Lorain 
Avenue in Cleveland. 

“These kids are like little jewels,” 
says Mr. McDermott. “My job is to make 
sure they know how much God adores 
each one of them.” 

The 3rd/4th Grade teacher says 
his three years at LMS have been his 
“favorite teaching experience” out of a 
32-year career. 

“I really feel I have a connection to 
these kids. Maybe it’s because I’m older 
now and can relax more and have fun 
with it,” he says.

But there are other reasons he loves 
teaching at LMS.

“In these children I see a need. They 
need me to help them get to the next level 
academically. And they have responded to 
my help,” he explains. “They need me to 
listen to them and to look them in the eye 
and know who they are as individuals.” 

Of course, there is also the faith aspect. 

“Most of my students are not Christian. See-
ing these little minds open and start to un-
derstand who Jesus is, is a powerful thing.”

“I thank God for this ministry. I see it 
as a real challenge,” he says.

Mr. McDermott grew up at Bethle-
hem Lutheran in Euclid where he attend-
ed grade school 
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Mr. Mike McDermott in his classroom at the West Campus.

Mr. McDermott says goodbye to students 
before the long winter break in December. 

LMS Alumni 
find success at 
Lutheran West

L uther Memorial Executive Director 
Mrs. Nicole Levy met with a small 
group of LMS alumni at Lutheran 

West High School recently, the bearer of 
cookies and hugs as she greeted students 
in the high school’s new glass-enclosed 
conference room.

As other alumni walked by and spot-
ted her, they stopped to reconnect with 
their LMS family.

Keeping tabs on her graduates is im-
portant to Mrs. Levy as she frequently 
assesses the strength of the LMS curricu-
lum and the progress her former students 
make in high school.  

“The feedback from Lutheran West 
is that our graduates arrive well-prepared 
and ready to succeed in high school class-
es,” says Mrs. Levy. 

For Freshman Bachan Pradhan, Lu-
theran West has been a bigger adjustment 
socially, than academically. He finds Math 
easy but honors English a challenge. 

“This was the child who got in trouble 
for having his nose in a book while walk-
ing down a flight of stairs or for reading 
his current novel instead of paying atten-
tion in class,” says Mrs. Levy. “He is the 
LMS record holder (continued on p. 2)

(continued on p. 2)

Isaiah Alarcon, Xaris Ortiz and Bachan 
Pradhan find success at Lutheran West.



LMS Cheerleaders 
find their voice 

T
hough Luther Memorial’s first-ev-
er pep rally last year was a noisy 
and boisterous affair—the cheer-
leaders know they cannot take 

much credit for that.
The school’s first cheerleading squad 

looked the part—they had on new cheerlead-
ing uniforms and waved their shiny pom-
poms—but they were a little too quiet for 
anyone to hear. 

“The girls were so nervous and painful-
ly shy when they finally faced their class-
mates,” remembers Mrs. Jill Mlinarik, LMS 
first grade teacher and cheerleading coach. 
“They’ve come a long way since then.”

Fast forward to pep rallies and halftime 
shows this year and you will see a different 
group of girls. Confident, strong, and loud, 
they don’t just look the part anymore. 

“We finally broke out of our shell,” says 
7th grader Selena Carrasquillo. “Now if we 
mess up, we laugh and keep going.”

Cheering together has brought the six girls 
closer. Though they have been classmates for 
many years, some of the girls had interacted 
little with each other before cheerleading. 
Now fast friendships have formed and they 
know they have each other’s backs. 

Mrs. Mlinarik is pleased with the progress 
the girls are making and the benefits cheer-
leading provides. 

“Anything that expands their view of their 
world and themselves can be a growth expe-
rience,” says Mrs. Mlinarik. “Practicing after 
school, traveling with the team, being around 
kids from other cities and schools, as well as 
building on cheerleading skills has really giv-
en them a fresh perspective.”

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Luther Memorial is grateful to our 
community of supporters for giving to 
the 2019 Fund-A-Need, which raised 
$15,000 for our sports and wellness 
programs.

Because of financial constraints 
and small class sizes, Luther Memorial 
was not able to field competitive sports 
teams until the 2018-19 school year. 
Now the school offers boys basketball, 
boys and girls track—as part of a Lu-

theran West middle school team made 
up of players from other local Lutheran 
schools—cheerleading and girls volley-
ball, which had a successful inaugural 
season this past fall.

The Fund-A-Need helped pay start-
up costs for uniforms, equipment and 
supplies. Wellness programs for par-
ents on nutrition and financial health 
are planned for the spring. Thank you 
for your support!

Future career 
rooted in helping 
others 
Like many college seniors, Alexa Grand-
berry says she is ready to step into the 
next chapter of her life.

As a Sports Management major at 
Kent State University, her dream is to 
one day build an athletic training facility 
for low-income children. In high school, 
she remembers seeing athletes who could 
afford to get specialized training in their 
sport. She would like to be able to level 
the playing field and give all kids that op-
portunity, regardless of ability to pay.

Alexa was in the first graduating class 
of Luther Memorial after it was rebuilt in 
2002. The school grew as Alexa grew and 
as one of only two students in her class, 
she says she was naturally called on to be 
a leader. 

“I was always the oldest in the build-
ing. I felt like I couldn’t slip up. Everyone 
was always looking up to me,” she re-
members.

Alexa, who is the daughter of LMS 
Board member Angela Grandberry, has 
stepped into leadership roles at Kent 
State – as director of fundraising for the 
Integrated Greek Council; a member of 
Black United Students and Sigma Gam-
ma Rho Sorority, Inc. 

When not taking classes or driving 
her Amazon route, Alexa also works for 
Eye for Change Youth & Family Services 
in Cleveland. She spends time each week 
with two young girls, building a relation-
ship, helping them with homework, listen-
ing to their concerns and taking them on 
outings, like to the zoo and roller skating. 

“Having grown up in Cleveland too, 
I can relate to their challenges,” says Al-
exa. “It’s rewarding to help them through 
some of the same things I faced.”

Teacher returns to LMS (cont.)

LMS students at Lutheran West  (cont.)

Come support Luther Memorial School 
at our Spring Gala, Sunday, April 26 
at 4 p.m. at Music Box Supper Club 
in Cleveland. The new venue affords 
great views of the Cleveland skyline 
and Cuyahoga bridges from the West 
Bank of the Flats. 

Enjoy a sit-down dinner; auctions 
and raffles; entertainment by the Cleve-
land United Gospel Choir 
and hear from special 
guests, Peggy and Ed 
Gallek, Fox 8 I-team re-
porters.

Invitations will be 
mailed in March. Tick-
ets are $60/person and 
can be purchased by re-
turning the reply card 
with a check or online 
with a credit card on 
our website, luther-
memorialschool.org. 
Click on “Donate.” 

Your help needed for 
event success!
Please consider donating an auction 
item (i.e., jewelry, restaurant gift 
cards, sporting event tickets, vaca-
tion homes, theater tickets, etc). We 
are grateful for any and all dona-
tions, which allow more of the eve-
ning’s proceeds to directly benefit 

our students. 

Sponsorships are 
also available. Con-
tact Peggy Sexton, 
Development Direc-
tor, at 216-749-5300 
or development@
lmslancers.org,  i f 
you or your company 
is interested in spon-
sorship.

LMS Alumnus Alexa Grandberry at Kent State 
University

Goldie Quibol, Aryana Garcia and Selena 
Carrasquillo, half of LMS’ cheerleading squad, 
before a recent game

of reading achievement.”
Bachan went to Luther Memorial 

for seven years, the last three years at 
the West Campus, which has fewer than 
100 students.  The size of Lutheran West 
has felt overwhelming at times, he says.

Xaris Ortiz, a senior, combated 
the issue of size by finding her niche in 
cheerleading. “I didn’t think I’d make 
friends when I first came here. I pushed 
myself to try out for cheerleading. I nev-
er would have thought I’d do that.”

Wrestling has been Sophomore 
Isaiah Alarcon’s ticket to friendship 

and fitting in at Lutheran West.  He is 
already planning for a future as a fire 
medic in the military, combining his 
desire to help people with serving his 
country.

Xaris credits her middle school 
math teacher, Mr. Dave Gaglione, with 
helping her through high school math. 
“I remember being so bad at math for a 
long time, but he taught me to not give 
up. He was such a good teacher,” says 
Xaris. “When I struggled in math class-
es in high school I’d remember what he 
taught me and it helped.”

Spring event finds new home in CLE 

and then went on to graduate from Lu-
theran East. He played the trombone in 
bands at each school. A graduate of what 
is now Concordia University, Nebraska, 
he accepted his first call to St. Paul Lu-
theran School in Concordia, Mo., in 1977. 
During his 9-year tenure there as a 5th 
grade teacher and band/choir director, 
he built the only Lutheran elementary 
marching band in the country. 

Wanting to move back to Ohio, 
he took a call to West Park Lutheran 
School in Cleveland and served there 
until 2005, when he left teaching to be 
his mother’s full-time caregiver until her 
death in 2016. 

“After my mother passed, I went into 
a deep depression. Fortunately, I found 
my way to a bereavement group that real-
ly helped bring me out of it,” he says.

He found work as a cashier at 
Lowe’s and for a few months as an Uber 
driver. Then one day Mr. Marty Beck-
man, principal at LMS’s West Campus, 
called and asked him to consider a long-
term substitute assignment that eventu-
ally became permanent. 

A new course was set.  
“I hadn’t taught in 11 years. Honest-

ly, part of me wondered if I was up for 
it,” he says. “But once I stepped into the 
classroom, I fell in love immediately.”

What he fell in love with was a 
classroom full of students of different 
cultural backgrounds and varied educa-
tional needs. Many of his students speak 

English as a second language and are 
struggling to understand the language 
and the culture of a new home country.  

 “The most important thing I can do 
for my students is give them confidence 
and build them up,” he says. 

In the classroom, he is generous 
with praise but also conveys high ex-
pectations. “I tell them I believe they 
can succeed. That we’re going to do it 
together.”

His refugee students have taught 
him humility. Many of them were born 
in refugee camps in Nepal. “At a young 
age, these kids saw more suffering and 
deprivation than I’ve seen in a lifetime. 
To be confined in an area; to have to 
use a hole in a field for a toilet; and be 
subject to punitive discipline in school 
is hard to hear about, let alone to have 
endured.”

A life-long musician, Mr. McDer-
mott has brought music into his class-
room as a way to teach the faith and 
add joy to his students’ lives. The kids 
have their favorite songs and with little 
encouragement serenaded a visitor to 
their classroom recently. Mr. McDer-
mott leads the entire school in singing 
during the weekly Chapel services and 
directed the Christmas program the last 
two years. 

“It’s clear to me that God gave me 
Luther Memorial to help me get through 
a tough time,” he says. “This is how He 
blessed me.”  

Sports gives LMS identity in the 
community  
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CONTACT US AT 216.749.5300
Nicole Levy, executive director, nlevy@lmslancers.org
Peggy Sexton, development director development@lmslancers.org

Cleveland Police officers Donna Brown 
and Bohdan Roshetsky visited with 
students at the West Campus recently 
to talk about gun safety, countering the 
often inaccurate and harmful portrayal of 
guns on television and video games. The 
officers also encouraged the students to 
think of a career in public safety. 

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have available Choice Dollars® have until March 
31, 2020, to direct them. Don’t miss this opportunity to recommend that Thrivent Financial 
provide outreach funding to Luther Memorial. Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn 
more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.

Don’t let Thrivent Choice Dollars expire

2020 Fund-A-Need:
Arts education fuels creativity 
and academic gains
This year’s Fund-A-Need will raise mon-
ey to support our Arts Enrichment pro-
gramming. 

Research shows that early exposure 
to the arts increases test scores, lowers 
dropout rates, improves academic skills 
essential for reading and language de-
velopment, and advances students’ mo-
tivation to learn. We are proud to have 
an arts focus (music, drama and art) at 
Luther Memorial and believe it’s integral 
to the fabric of our students’ lives and 
neighborhoods.

Gala attendees can give to the Fund-
A-Need at the event. Non-attendees are 
encouraged to donate to this cause using 
the return envelope in this newsletter or 
in the Gala invitation, which will be sent 
in March. Thank you!


